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NOTES. 



Statistical Report of the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope for the 
year 1896. Cape Town, May, 1897. Pp. xv, 359. 

A record is kept in this colony of the marriages solemnized on va- 
rious days of the week. Friday is declared to be an unpropitious 
day, as out of 7853 marriages only 164 took place on that day. 
Tuesdays were most frequently selected, 39.04 per cent, Mondays 
following with a percentage of 33.33. 

Report of the Results of a Census of the Colony of New Zealand, 
taken for the night of the 12th of July, 1896. Wellington, New Zea- 
land, 1897. Pp. 163. 

An interesting example of the correctness of the annual estimates 
made by the registrar-general is disclosed by the census of New Zea- 
land. The census of 1896 gives the population as 703,360. The 
estimate of the registrar-general for the 31st day of March, twelve 
days previous, obtained by checking returns of departures received 
from the customs authorities, was 701,382. 

In the WUrtembergisches Jahrbueh filr Statistik und Landeskunde 
filr 1896 (Stuttgart, 1897), in addition to the usual statistical details 
there are special articles on the mortality, length of life and causes of 
death of physicians of Wiirtemberg from 1810-1895, and on the 
statistics of unemployment in Stuttgart. 

Mitteilungen des Bernischen statistischen Bureaus. Year 1897, 
No. 2. Berne, 1897. Pp. 73-193. 

This number contains the results statistically presented of the 
various referendum votes in the Canton of Berne since the intro- 
duction of this institution. 

Fourth Annual Report of Changes in Wages and Hours of Labor 
in the United Kingdom for 1896. London, 1897. Pp. lxxxi, 273. 

It is reported that in 1896, in comparison with the two preceding 
years, the increase of wages has largely exceeded the decrease. 
" The number of individuals whose wages were raised was 382,225, 
more than twice the number (167,357) whose wages were decreased 
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during the year. The net effect of all the changes recorded in 1896 
would be a rise of $26,592 in weekly wages compared with a fall of 
#28,211 in 1895, and of $45,091 in 1894." 

A public document entitled Important Serial Documents Published 
by the Government, and How to Find Them, prepared by Messrs. 
Alonzo W. Church and James M. Baker, of the library of the United 
States Senate (Senate Document, Number 103, 54th Congress, 2nd 
Session, Washington, 1897, pp. 91), will be of great service to all 
students who have to use the public documents. 

In the United State Consular Report for December, 1897, notice is 
given that beginning with January 1, 1898, the miscellaneous reports 
of consular and diplomatic officers upon commerce and industries in 
foreign countries will be issued in the form of Advance Sheets, thus 
making, practically, a yearly issue. The Bureau will bring them to- 
gether in its regular monthly form for permanent reference. 

Synoptical Index of the Reports of the Statistician. United States 
Department of Agriculture, 1863-1894- By George F. Thompson. 
Washington, 1897. Pp. 258. 

The first statistical report of the United States Department of Ag- 
riculture was issued in June, 1863, and since that time one has been 
issued in either monthly or bi-monthly form. The contents of these 
reports have not been confined to statistics alone, but have been 
devoted to articles of a general character. This index, therefore, 
includes references to much that is not of a statistical character. 
At the same time it will be invaluable for students desiring reference 
to exact data in the field of economic production. 

The Manual of American Water Works, 1897. Edited by M. N. 
Baker, Associate Editor of Engineering News. Engineering News 
Publishing Co., New York, 1897. Pp. 611, cxiv. 

This is the fourth issue of this manual. It contains descriptions 
of all water-works completed, under construction or projected in the 
United States and Canada up to the close of 1896. Data are pre- 
sented with regard to the history, general character, capacity of the 
pumps, reservoirs, stand-pipes or filters, the extent of the distribution 
system, and finances. The conditions of franchises are noted ; also the 
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legal difficulty between private water-works' companies and cities. The 
figures are for the fiscal year 1895 or 1896. A table of water rates 
is also included, showing the fixture and meter rates charged in over 
1250 cities. The total number of water-works in the United States 
has increased to 3196. Of these 1690, or more than half, are owned 
by the municipality which they supply, and 1489 by private compa- 
nies, leaving 17 of unknown ownership. Of the 50 largest cities 
in the United States 19 have changed from private to public owner- 
ship, and only nine are now dependent upon private companies for 
their supply. 

In the Engineering News for December 16, 1897, is an article on 
Systems of Accounts on Engineering Works by A. F. Bridgman, of 
Boston. He notes the great variety of financial statements of public- 
works, and presents for illustration the summarized accounts of three 
great public-works, the Sanitary District of New York, the Metro- 
politan Sewerage Commission of Massachusetts, and the Metropolitan 
Water Board of Massachusetts. He concludes by recommendations 
in regard to a system of accounts. 

In the Twenty-first Tear Book of the New York State Reformatory 
for the year ending December SO, 1896 (Elmira, N. Y., 1897), the 
results of a new experiment are reported upon in detail. One hun- 
dred and forty-one " irresponsive and incorrigible men under the quite 
unusual array of the operating agencies of the Reformatory regime " 
were specially assigned to a manual training experiment class. These 
141 are distributed into three groups,. as follows: (1) Mathematic- 
ally Defectives, 17 ; (2) Self-control Defectives, 49 ; (3) Mattoids, 
36. The general recapitulation of results is as follows : — 

Improvement is shown by general record 28 

Improvement observed and reported by instructor ... 17 

Partial improvement (Mattoids) in school but not in trade . 6 

Withdrawn for invalidism, incorrigibility, etc IS 

So far irresponsive 38 

Too recently assigned to warrant expections of improvement . 39 



Total assignments 141 

Part I of Volume II of the Census of Massachusets for 1895, pp. 
1-518, entitled Population and Social Statistics, has appeared. This 
deals with statistics of age. 
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Part I of the Twenty-Seventh Annual Report of the Massachusetts 
Bureau of Statistics of Labor, pp. 1-104, is a monograph on the social 
and industrial changes in the county of Barnstable, Mass. This is the 
Cape region of the State, a county which has declined in population 
from 34,610 in 1865 to 27,654 in 1895. There has been an interest- 
ing immigration of Western Islanders, not large, as compared with 
immigration in other parts of the State, but compact in its character. 
As a social study this pamphlet will be of value to the economic 
sociologist. 

Number 3 (July, 1897) of the Labor Bulletin of Massachusetts 
contains a convenient digest of the laws of the various Common- 
wealths of the United States relating to hours of labor, brought down 
to 1897. There is also a review of the work of the State Board of 
Arbitration and Conciliation from 1886 to 1896. The results thus 
secured are brought into comparison with similar information pub- 
lished by the director of the department of labor of the Republic of 
France. 



The late Hon. E. G. Spaulding, of Buffalo, N. Y., who so vigor- 
ously promoted the passage of the legal-tender bills of the civil war 
period, has recently died, leaving an estate valued at about $3,500,000. 
It appears that it was his custom to make from time to time an in- 
ventory of his property. He went to Buffalo in 1835 with but $500, 
which he had saved up by teaching school. The several inventories 
are as follows : 

$1,040,803 
1,312,366 
1,408,615 
1,631,334 
1,747,942 
1,794,814 
2,640,625 
2,899,492 
3,500,000 



1835 . 


$ 500 


1874 


1853 . 


325,273 


1877 


1855 . 


352,585 


1879 


1856 . 


303,579 


1881 


1857 . 


363,945 


1882 


1864 . 


367,327 


1884 


1868 . 


590,573 


1889 


1870 . 


701,558 


1891 


1871 . 


782,560 


1897 


1872 . 


848,332 





In the Fifth Annual Report of the Associated Charities of St. Paul 
for the year ending September 30, 1897, it is noted that one-fourth 
of the chief causes of need was for lack of work. Less than one per 
cent of all applicants were members of trades unions. 



